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“I have been driven many times
upon my knees by the overwhelming
conviction that I had no where else
to go.
My own wisdom and that of all about
me seemed insufficient for that day.”
― Abraham Lincoln

First Presbyterian Church
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 10, 2017

11:00 am

Writing in bold is for the congregation response.
*Please stand as you are able.

Gathering Around the Word
Music for Meditation
Welcome
Bells
*Call to Worship
Liturgist:
Congregation:
Liturgist:
Congregation:
Liturgist:

*Hymn 32

God calls us to a feast!
The table is set, and we will come from east
and west, from north and south to sit at
Christ’s table.
Compassion, love, and grace
are poured out like fine wine.
We come to share our stories and Your story,
to share our hope and our pain,
to share our wisdom and our laughter.
The table is set,
so come let us worship God together!
“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”

Ellacombe

Call to Confession
Confession and Pardon
Congregation:

Liturgist:
All:

God, forgive us. Our communion is not
always visible to the world. Sometimes we
allow threats to unity to enter the church,
making it hard to see that we are your
community. We act as though we do not need
each other. We do not always love one another.
We do not know and bear one another’s burdens.
We fail to build each other up. We do not always
give ourselves willingly and joyfully to one
another. Forgive us, and strengthen us so that we
may live in the unity that you grant us. Amen.
By Christ’s work, we are reconciled and united with
God and with one another. Thanks be to God for the
Good News:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen.

*Passing of the Peace
Greet each other in the love & forgiveness of Christ; saying
“Peace be with you!” and responding “and also with you!”

*Response (GTG 582)

Glory to God (Vasile)
Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
And to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
And to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen

Hearing the Word
A Time With Children (congregation singing)

Jesus Loves Me

Jesus loves me this I know,
For the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong.
They are weak but he is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Announcements
Anthem

“In the Name of the Father"

Dennis Allen

Prayer of Illumination
Scripture
Old Testament
Liturgist: The word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.
New Testament Reading
Liturgist: The word of the Lord
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

“Teach Us to Pray”

Psalm 46

Matthew 6:7-13

Rev. Kim Rodrigue

Sharing the Word with the World
Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
*Doxology (607)
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

Old Hundredth

Sacrament of Holy Communion
We invite all baptized people to receive communion today. This invitation is not
reserved for Presbyterians, nor is it just for adults; it is for all baptized persons
who wish to come. We receive communion by coming forward, taking a piece of
bread from the loaf, then dipping it into the cup. The pastor will be offering wine;
the elder will offer unfermented grape juice. Gluten free wavers are available on
each plate.
“Access to the table is not a right conferred upon the worthy, but a privilege given
to the undeserving who come in faith, repentance, and love.” Book of Order,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
*Hymn 507

“Come to the Table of Grace”

Table of Grace

Great Thanksgiving
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:

People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Blessed are you, strong and faithful God.
All your works, the height and the depth,
echo the silent music of your praise…
So now, with all the powers of heaven and earth,
we sing the ageless hymn of your glory:
(singing)
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee;
holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
(The prayer continues)

Communion of the People

Prayer and Lord's Prayer (traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
thy kingdom come.
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn 529

“Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether”

Union Seminary

*Benediction
*Benediction Response (748)

Tallis Canon
“Go with us, Lord, and guide the way through this and ev-ery
com-ing day, that in your Spir-it strong and true our lives may be
our gift to you.”
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Leadership in today’s service
PASTOR
Rev. Kim Rodrigue

LITURGIST
Dee Boling

MUSIC DIRECTOR
May Ball

PIANIST
Amanda Wadsworth

Today we begin a series of sermons on prayer. Today's sermon is about prayer
and its importance in the life of Christian faith. In the next weeks, we will be
exploring the different phrases in the Lord's Prayer. Our worship will be
complemented by the singing and praying of some different versions of the
Prayer. If you, or someone you know, has been struggling with whether prayer
is relevant in a turbulent time like our own, or how to pray in meaningful ways,
or how to make a difference in the world, or what faith has to do with
contemporary struggles, these sermons may speak to your concerns.

WELCOME VISITORS!
If you are a visitor or guest we invite you to sign the visitor/guest register
which is located in the Narthex and sign the guest/visitors card located in
your bulletin and put in the offering plate. We care about you and want to
know who you are.
We welcome you to historic, progressive First Presbyterian Church this
morning! Here are a few things to get you up to speed.
• A bathroom is available (with a changing table) at the back of the church in
the left hand alcove as you face the entrance doors.
• We take the passing of the peace near the beginning of the service seriously,
so don’t be surprised if you get offered hugs!
• Please plan to stay after worship for a few minutes to share refreshments at
the back of the church; it’s an extension of our understanding of
communion and a chance to share God’s hospitality.
• We are the only “More Light Congregation” in New Orleans which
means we welcome not only the membership, but the leadership and
talents of all genders, abilities, races, and sexual orientations.
● We appreciate the spiritual and financial support your attendance
brings. You may put cash or a check in the offering plate that will
be passed towards the end of the service, or give using your
smartphone to scan this code--->

• Even if you are just visiting the city, we want you to feel welcome in
our community and to involve yourself in the life of this place. Please sign the
visitor book in the vestibule before you go and like us on Facebook at
facebook.com/fpcno and follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/fpcno! We also
have a Yahoo Group (go to www.fpcno.org and click on the Yahoo Group
connection) that will keep you up to date on all the fun activities and service
opportunities with the church.

WHAT’S UP?
Don’t forget to check out the updated First Presbyterian Church website
www.fpcno.org to catch up on breaking church news, events and links to the
wider world of mission! Also, like us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter!
PASTOR KIM AROUND TOWN
One of my commitments in my weekly work schedule is to have some set
hours at a place outside the church building. Sometimes people are more
comfortable talking with a pastor outside of the walls of a church. It may be
a time for you to drop by or to bring a friend to visit. You don't have to have
a particular need to stop by, but it is fine if you do.
It’s a time for conversation on anything from personal matters to church
concerns to world peace – or anything else.
It is also a good way for me to meet people who aren't already in the church,
but who may have interest in issues of spirituality and meaning. I will be your
face in the community when I do this. You can join me for coffee Tuesday
mornings or drinks Wednesday evenings.

Pastor Kim’s coffee & beer hours:
 Tuesday, September 12 – 7-9am
Rue De La Course
(S. Carrollton & Oak St.)
 Wednesday, September 13 – 5-7pm
Oak (8118 Oak Street)
I will continue to be at the church on Wednesday afternoons from 2-4 for
anyone who wants to drop by. I'm glad to meet with you at another time,
either at the church or someone else. Just call or email me
at kim@fpcno.org to set up a time.
THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING,
UNLOADING DAY is Sunday, October 1 @ 12:30pm
We are gearing up for F.P.C Annual Pumpkin Patch
Which will benefit The Program of Hope Homeless Ministry
and Christian Education of First Presbyterian

We will need as many volunteers as we can get for unloading day, if you can come
and help to unload those beautiful orange pumpkins we will appreciate your
time. We will also need volunteers to help sell the pumpkins in the pumpkin
patch the whole month of October. Next week there will be more info. on how to
sign up on (signupgenius) or you will be able to fill out the paper signup sheet.

The FPCNO adult Bible study

Takes place every Sunday morning from 9:30am to 10:30am in the Session room. Each
week we read and discuss the current lesson from "The Present Word" Bible study
series (published quarterly by PCUSA). Our Sunday morning gatherings are informal
and typically consists of approximately 6 to 8 participants. All are welcome to attend.
Coffee and refreshments are served.

FPCNO THIS WEEK
Monday

1pm-3pm
7:30pm

Program of Hope Setup Sanctuary
Square Dance
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday

7am-9am

Kim’s coffee hours
Rue De La Course
(S. Carrolton Ave. and Oak St)
Session meeting
Session room

6:30pm

Wednesday 9am-10:30am
Program of Hope
Sanctuary
(worship, and outreach to less fortunate, all are welcome to volunteer or seek help)
2pm-4pm
5pm-7pm

Kim’s office hours
Kim’s beer hours

Thursday

6pm-7pm

Meditation Service

Sunday

9:30pm
11am
12:30pm

Adult Bible Study
Sunday Worship
WHO DAT game day

First Presbyterian
Oak (8118 Oak Street)
Session room
Session room
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

Prayer List
Please keep this list with you this week and pray for...
Healing Prayers for:
The victims of hurricanes Harvey and Irma.
Samantha Larsen – a member who moved to Florida is hospitalized with stomach pains
doctors cannot find the problem, but she is concerned about the hurricane that she will lose
contact with all.
Bruce Robertson and family –Bruce’s brother died. Keep Bruce and his family in your
prayers for comfort and healing.
Martha and JD Bowen – mourning the loss of their son Levi who was stillborn about 2
weeks before his projected due date.

Our Homebound members and friends.
Please visit them and remember them in Prayer.
Mary Knight; Mina Crais
Gloria Boling (Randy Boling’s mom); Adrian (Tudy) Manson
Joyce Kleinfeldt (Henry Kleinfeldt’s sister)
Prayers for the homeless
Many people come through the Program of Hope for guidance and help.
Prayer requests will remain in the bulletin for one month unless you
request that it continue to be listed.

First Presbyterian Church
504-866-7409 * Fax 504-910-4477
www.fpcno.org; facebook.com/fpcno; twitter.com/fpcno

Where All Are Welcome
Pastor:
Rev. Kim Rodrigue
kim@fpcno.org
Office Manager:
Cheryl A. Roberts
cheryl@fpcno.org
Musicians:
May Ball; Aya Magavina-Alvarez; Amanda Wadsworth
Wedding Coordinator:
Sue Young
weddings@fpcno.org
Website techs:
Terry Ruppel; Carrie Fisher
Sextons:
Rev. Todd & LaDonna Vandegrift
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Session
Clerk of Session, Sherri Hutton
Candice Bellau, Treasurer
Class of 2017
Sherri Hutton
Zane Fisher

Class of 2018
Diane Kleinfeldt
Christopher Roberts

Class of 2019
Candice Bellau
Tracy Rene’ Helms-Capasso
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Board of Deacons
David Capasso, Chair
Class of 2017
David Capasso
Justin Wood

CLASS OF 2018
Randy Boling
Carrie Fisher

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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